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Combat Operations After heatlon Report

Commanding General

I| Field Forece Viatnam (5)
Attnt AG of §, 63

AP0 9626 6

HQ AFV (5)
HQ NZ Forece Vietnam (2]
ference Is made tot Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 Sheet 6442 |,

1:25,000 Sheet 6430 |15,

me and Type of Oparatlen: Operation SMITHFIELD - commenced as 2
mpany patrol and doveloped lnto a battallon search and destroy

operatlion.
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teas of Dperatlont The operation was gonducted durling the jerlod
1500H August to 211700H August 1966,

catlon: WNORTH, NE and EAST of XA LONG TAN YS 4865.

.

mmand Headquarters: Initially ecompany headquarters D/6 RAR,

bsequently battalion hesadquarters 6 RAR wlth Task Force fire
pport and coordinatlon of o eratlions effasted by HQ 1 ATF.
porting Officer: Brigadier 0.0, JACKSOHN,
sk Organlzatlon:
65 RAR plus: 0/5 RA&R
1 APC Sgn

1 Fd Regt RAA
UHIBs 9 Sgn RAAF
One H13 161 { Indep) Recece F1t

B/6 RA4R consisted of only one platoon and company headgquarters
untll 201600H August when two platoons returned from rest and
convelesant loavo,

pporting Forces:

Infantry: § RAR Group had be:un ‘on Bperatlon HOLSWORTHY In tha
BINH BA YS 4473 arca and the dense country to the EAST from

5 fugust. Two companies of & RAR (C and D Coys) had been
operating with 5 RAR and had returned to base on 13 and 10

Ltugust respectlvely, S5 RAR had conploted Its mission and was ret-
urning to base the afterncan of 18 August when D Coy & RAR made
eontact near LONG TAN,

Armoupr:

t1) Planned Support:
{a) Under command from 181700H August 3 Tp 1 APC Sgn.
(b} Under ooamand from 190630H August - 1 APC 3qn less

one Lroop, :
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_SUMMARY OF ENEMY ARTILLERY ACTION_17 AUGUST 1966
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Serlal Enemy Weapon Area Deduced Area Confirmed Comamants
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% E2mm Mortar ¥S 439674 ¥S 459671 Area initially deduced by mortreps, Nearest target'uns a fire
- misslon Regt at YS 459674, No damage or casualties detescted., Area
confirmed a5 YS 459671 by patrol which found S mortar base plate
positions and plts for 36 men. The enemy flred a minimum of 67 bomb
(determined by crater count) and 4 maximim of approximately 100
{determined by rough plug count at the firing sfite).

2 Mertar (FPossibly ¥S 395655 Mot evnfirmed Areas deduccd by mortre ps and flash reports. Regt Fire Misslon fired
82mm Mortar ¥& 396660 In this arca, 3

5. 70mm Japanese Y5 458667 Not conflrmed Weapon identifled by:
Howltzerp .

a, Crater exeminatlon In Regt gun ares.

b. Positive identificatlion of Unexploded Shell,

4, TSmm RCL Mot detected ¥5 469668 3 Plts with 23 fired cartridges found by 6 RAR patrol at Y5 469688,
Signs of casualtles and hasty evacuation detected,

- Enemy S1it Not detected Y5 479674 Found by patrol frcem & RAR and engaged by Regt under CB fire plan.
Trenches Do not conslder that any cesualties woere caused by vwn fire,

e 5 o - o i B 5 S e i e - o s e i e S - e
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Extant of Emplcyment and Effectiveness:

(a) The surprlses achlaved by the arrlval of 3 Tp 41 4PC
Sqn at the rear of D/6 RAR broke up the movemsnt of an
estimatcd two companies of VC and undoubtedly was tur=
ning polnt Iln the battle,

{b) The trocp was subsequently of great assistance [n the
follow up of the enemy force and search of the area,

(e) APCs wore also used to sesure and mark (ty showing
Interlcor lights through open hatehes) the landlng
zone for tho extractlon of gcasvalties by night.

[ 18 Artlillery:

(%)

(2)
d, Aust

(1)
g, USAF:

(1}

Planned Support:
la) In direct support = 161 Fd Bty ANZA,

(b) In support = 1 Fd Regt RAA less
161 Fd Bty RNZA

Extent of Employment and Effectivenoss:

(a)  The 105mm .howitzers were uscd to glve close support
te the infantry and were instrumental in breakling up
many of the assaults ‘and caused heavy casualties amongst
the cnemy,

() The 155mm guns provided suppoert In depth and alsc sllenced
the enemy B82mm mortars when used In a counter bombardment
role,

(o) Both types of guns were also used en harrassing fire
taske en likely enemy withdrawal routes and steging
arcas, :

Aviatlons
Planned Support:

(&) ©On oall « UHIBSs 9 Sqn RAAF
One H13 161 [‘lndep) Reccd Flt.

(b) Extent of Employment and Effoctivoness:

s RAAF lroquols RW aircraft wore used to drop
ammunition through the tree canapy to D/6 RAR durlng
the battle, evacuate casualties, and to ewWtract
elements of one rifle company te 1 ATF base area,
The aireraft were most effective in all tasks,

il. The SI0UX RW aircraft was used for reconnalssance,
llalson, extraction of cnemy casualties, and command
and gcontrol. As vsual, 1t was invaluable,

Planned Support: Alrcraft were available for alrstrikes on
& normal basis,

2/
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{2) Extent of Employmont and Effectivenoss:

{a) An atrstrike was requested during the D/6 RAR battle.
Low ¢loud and torrential monsoonal rain preventad
recognltlon of bhe target or of own troops, and
ordnadnct was dropped on llkely encemy poslitlons in
depth, asseably areas, znd mortar pesitlons,

(6) Mo accupate dssessment of Lomb damage can be made, but
It Is believed that the “nomy sustalned casualtios
9n a withdrawal route to ths EAST of NUI DAT.

{e) Alr strikes were conduected during the night after
contact was brokenp ggRinst known enemy camps and arsas
where it was considered 1lkely that Enemy WEre COnecens=
tratlng during reerganization er prior to further
withdrawal, No assessment of casvalties was practicable.,

9, Intelligence:

a. Prior to the oporatlon thare hed boon numerocus low grade roports
and indicatlions of @nemy aetivity In the area of XA LONG TAN Y5
4868 and NUI DATIYS 4860. The main items of intelligence were s

(1) & dugust, " pollce agent reported 300 VC in greens with
crew servod woapons fn the vieinity of YS 487687 on
1 August., On 1 August 0/6 RAR hod patrelled within 200 metres
of this grld referenca and it was thought that the report could
havae been referring to own troops,

(2) 11 August: An alroraft rnpa;tud dpproximately 150 ailvillans
moving SOUTH from XA LONG TAN,

(3) 11 Augusts 4n agent reported a WC battallon at Y5 4B5670
and a VC company at oach ¥S 490650 and Y5 488625,

(4] 17 Auguets ‘Contaot was aade by @ 6 RAR patrol with a Vg
section at Y5 4767,

(5) 12 August: & ve company was roported moving NORTH from
YS 5364, G

(6) 13 Augest: Radio interferenco. was roceived by a H13 aircraft
flying over XA LONG TAN. The glide path indicator in the
aireraft indicated that the transmissions were amanating
from the southorn base of the' NUI DAT faature,

(7) 17 Auvgust: From 0243 hours to 0305 hours the enemy shelled
and mortarod 1 ATF Basec Area, (Map 1 and Flgure 1), Effec=
tlive Interdiction and suppression missions wore fired between
0250 hours and apprﬂliﬂﬂtﬂlx‘ﬂ41° hours,

(8) 30 July to 17 Avgust: '6 RAR patrollod the area generally
boeunded by the 65 and 72 NORTHINGS and the 50 EASTING with
only minor contast. Patrol arcas included NUI DAT Y5 4868
and XA LONG TAN Ys 4865, : ;

3.
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{9) At the tlnﬂ D!E AR ‘commenced Ibs patrol it was thought
possible that a heavy weapons coapany plus at least one rlfle
company could be in the area of NUI DAT Y5 4868 - XA LONG
TAN ¥S 4865,

Howavﬁr, with the nxneptlun of the encmy mortar and artlllery
attack on 17 Aujust (a.(7) above) thépe was llttle in these
reports during Aunust which differed from ﬁrn#luug indigatiuns
of enemy activity In this area or many others In other parts

of the Task Fopce arcd of operations, 6 RAR patrol activity in
the area NORTH, SOUTH and EAST of the NUI DAT feature YS 4868
diseleséd no unusual activity. Thepe wore however, other
indjcations of jnercasing enomy intercst to the EABT of the

Task Force base arca whleh resulted In oup attention being
directed towards thls area in order to locate any slzable cnomy
foroce, The apeas EAST of' LONG TAN was also believod ta be one of
the noermal opérating .zones of the VO Provineial Moblla Battalion
D445 and it was In arca bounded by 65 and 69 NORTH|NGS and

49 'and -54 EASTIMNGS that & HAR fought at ileast two i

companies of D445 during :peration HOBART between 24

a.nd : 29 Jul 66,

Enemy Strength and Sltuation Found In the Area:

(1) Intelligencc obtained from VCC 2nd documents and examinatlon

of the battlo area Indlicate that D/6 RAR conticted 275 Regt
Plus elemonts of D445 En which were moving towards 1 ATF
base area on'the night -18/19 huguat. ‘At least one NVA

. battallon was 1ntngrat4d inteo 2?;1ﬂagt for their operatlion,

%

(B) .1t Is ¢vstimated that two huttalluns af 275 Regt were involved
In the battle with D/B ﬂnﬂ, the thierd battallon of the Regt
being In depth, D445 Bn was moving to assault D/6 RAR from
the WEST when contacted by the rollef force of A/E RAR and

3 Tp 1 RPC Sgn,

Terrain and Vegetstion: JThe battle arca (Map 2] was fn a five year

old, rubber plantatlon cnntaintng mostly cloan rubbor with scme

undlrgrauth in pldecsy The D/6 RAR arca was on a gradual slope
the final positicn baing a reverse slope position facing SE.

+OQutside the rubbor plantation the aroa varled between open padl

and thiek scrubby timber with virtuﬂlly impencetrable spiky
bamboo thickets im many places.

i Weather: The buttle was fought In a heavy monsconal rain storm

which reduced visibility te thlrty ‘métros or less during the late
afterncon and eaply evan]ng,

Misslon:

a.

The D/6 RAR misslon was to search for and destroy the enemy
force that mortapcd and' shelled 1 ATF base srea on 17 August.,

The 6 RAR misslon after the initial battle was to determine the
directlion of the enemy unthdrawll. to follew up the snemy within
the 1rnltatiuhs uf artillnry r:ngq -2nd to destroy any elements
ramu{ning in thc ‘arca.

CONFIDENT 1AL
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Concept of Operation: After the lnltlal battlo the aonsept af
operatlons for 19 Abgust was %o sweop qulekly to the EAST ([the

most llkely avenue of onemy wlithdreawal) wfbh mounted Infantry to conflrm
that the enemy had wlihdrawn and thén to ecarry cut a detalled scarch

for withdrawal routes and to destroy any olements of the anemy foree
that may have remalned 1n the area.

Executlon:

On 18 August 1966 6 RAR was carrylng out sompany slze patrolllng
of the TAOR, D/6 RAR wae patrollling NORTH of XA LONG TAN, A/6 RAR
returned to base lowation at 1530 hours after a threc day
company patrol to the NORTH, NE and WEST of HUJ DAT Y5 4868.

B (=)/6 RAR had loeated the sltes of $ho 82am mortars and the
75mm RCLs whieh had shelled and mortared $hHe 1 ATF base area

en 17 August, and after followlng tralls untll they dispersed n
and eould no longer boe detected on 17 and 18 August, was
returning te base at the time the D/6 RAR motlon commenced,

C/6 RAR was defending the & RAR base aroa and providing one
platocn under command 1 APC Sqgn,

A statement of events ln chronologleal order ls as follows:

(1)

{2)

{3)

(4)

(s5)

(6]

(7}

(8)

[(9)

D/6 RAR, strongth 108, moved EAST from YS475675, two
platoons up, 10 Platoon on LEFT, 11 Platoon on RIGHT

with Company HQ and 12 Platoon centire rear, The company

covered a frontage of 400 netﬂru and a slmllar distance |- . i
In depth,

1540 hoursy D/6 RAR contacted 6 to 8 enemy belleved %o

. be loenl geerlllas dreased In khak| at ¥5 478673 and

posslbly wounded one, The remalnder flod EAST, Map 14, Thls
reperd reaoMled RO 1 ITF at 181507 huura.

1542 hours: Artlllapy flre mleslon on YS5458665,

1555 hoursg Dkﬂ RAR' recovered one AK oarblne at Y5 478673
la body was reoovered latep)

"

1600 hourss
(a) 8/6 RAR was ordered to stop at Ys 458665,

(b} 11 Platocon D/6 RAR reported movement and nolse In a
house at YS 481672 and cleared the house wlthout Inaldent.

1608 hourbt 11 Platoon 0/6 RAR game under heavy small arme
flre from Y5 485669, that ls, from lt'a LEFT fr &t,

1610 houre: 11 Platoon D/6 RAR estlmated that an enemy
platoon was located at Y5 487674 and oalled for artlllery

flre on Y5487674, 11 Platoon also reported more enemy

and that casunliles were belng sustalned as the enemy attacked
oen the LEF!" FRONT, and RIGHT. 0C 0/8 RAR ar-darud B e

to withdraw, (Map 15),

1616 hours: Arslllery flre mlsslon on Y5 487674,

1626 hours: D/6 RAR estimated that the snemy foroe was
company slze, D Coy HQ and 12 Platoon oontlnued to move
forward as flrlng Increades and rosghed YS 480674 where
they came under flre from rounds pasalng over 11 Platoon,.
Approximatoly $wenty 82am mortar rounds foll on the RIGHT
flank of Coy HQ Area. 12 Platoon and Coy HQ Immedlately
moved NE ocut of the mortared area to Y5 482674,

.5-
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{11}

{12)

{13)

(14)

(16)

(17
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1630 houprsy

{a) A/6 RAR whloh had just returned from a three day patrol
was warnod for movement and B/E RAR wes ordered to move
towards D/6 RAR by & RAR,

(b) Artlllery flre mlsslon on Y5 490672,

1637 hours: HQ 1 ATF peoelved raport from 6 RAR that enemy
force was estlamated at a gompany.

1638 houres Artlllery flre mlsslon on ¥S5 485660,

1640 hourss 1 APC Squadron plaged on 15 amlnutes notlee to moye
one rlfle aompany of 6 RAR to soene of actlon,

1650 hourss MAedlon discussed by Commander 1 ATF and €O

€ RAR. Dewlalon made forp A6 RAR mounted In troop of 1 APC
S5qn to relnforoe D/6 RAR, Agreed that CO 6 RAR would also
move to eneno of actlon and take acmmand thera,

1650 hours: D/G RAR reported to 6 RAR that they consldered
eanemy foroe to be at least a battallon, 11 Platoon had reported
that they were almost surrounded, @pffering hoavy casualtles,
eculd not extract themselves, and were almost cut of ammunltlon,
Artlllepry flpre continued to support them, with the FO talking
to the Platoon Sergeant after the Platoon Commander was

kllled, There was some confuslon as %o exact locatlon of

&némy and own $rocps, and Initlally flre support was not

close but §4ifaot dld untold damage 40 the snemy In depth.

10 Flatcon were not under flre and ordered to attack from the
NORTH. 10 Platcon were observed advanalng and then a large
volume of flpe broke out In thelr apoa and radlo

contact was loat, 11 Platoon then lost communleatlons

after reportlng $that VC were all around them.

Strlke alrnrnft raquestaed by HQ 1 ATF for lmmedlate ale

Sleit over D/6 RAR,

1655 hoursy

{a) 12 Platoon and D Coy HQ moved forward to get closer
to 11 Platoon and assist In %halr withdrawal, 12
Platcon moved S5E followad by D Coy HQ, 12 Platoon
communloatlons were restoped when the Coy HE second
operator reasched them, 10 Platoon stated that they
had casualtles and that they were under attack from the
hligh ground to the NORTH at YS5448675, 10 Platoon had
approaghod o within 100 meteps of 11 Platoon before belng
stopped Inltlally by small apms and mortar flre, and
subsequantly by Infantry assaults, 10 Platoon were
ordepred $0 withdraw as thelr wounded were arrlving at
D Coy HQ, (Map 18),

(b) B/6 RAR aamo under flre from 60mm mortar,

{c) APCs to 1ift one ecompany and C0s group were opdeped
to move to 6 RAR as socon as poasible,

(d] Alpeap alrberne for eontact aroa,

181700 houpsg

{a) D/6 RAR reaquested ammunltlon be dropped to them through the
rubbepr froca,

(b} 12 Platoon had moved to the SE and It was Impossible to move
O Coy HQ with 10 P1 wounded, 10 Platoon then reached
D Coy HQ, &
*
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(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)
Iﬂﬁ!
(24)

(25)
(28)

(27)

'tzal

{(29])

(30)

131)

(32)

{a)

(d)
1702

1705

{al

(b)

1707
17 10
(a)

(k)

1715

CUNFIDENT | &L

12 Platoon resched 8 posliion at Y5 483673, mbout 150
meters bahlnd 11 Platoon, and ‘then came under heavy flre and
was subsequontly attacked from the area of the house at ¥
Y5 481672, and also from the NE, Map 18,

Artillu;y flra-nIlalah on YS 487669,

hours: 6 RAR requested alpstrike on YS 487669 to YS 487672,
houprsg * ; | -

3 Tp 1 APC Sqn moved to 6 RAR.

The enemy attacked the D toy defonded area from the EAST,

Coy HQ engaged enemy In apea of Y5 480673, HMG and MMG =
wae reoolved lnto the sompany arse from YS 485674, (Map 15),

hourss Artlllery flre mlsslep on Y5 46046780,

hoursg

6 RAR poquested target for alrstrlike, mortar locatlon at
YS 488661, Napalm requested, Bombe requlred on Y5 487669,
and YS 487672,

DSE RAR reported enemy dug In on featupe 200 meteps to
thalep froet, -

.
il

hoursy D/6 RAR reported 11 Platoon appearsd to be

surrounded, 42 Flatoon was attempiling %o reach 11 Platoon but
was pinned down,

1724 hau?s: Artlllery fire mlsslon on YS 481664,

17 26 ho;r!: TF Artlllery flred regimental flre alsslon on .
YS 486678, ~ i

1720 houres Ardlllery flre mlieslon on Y5 431559ﬂ

1730 ‘hovrst . A6 RAR was ordered %o move as soon as possible,

17 35 hﬁura: 0/6 RAR reportediall Platcons and company

headquarters wore under attack from the EAST and SOUTH,

17 36

1740
{a)

(b)
1745

{a)

(b)

(e}

hours: Aptlllery flre mlsslon on YS AB5669,

houres

Alroraft unable to strike 'primaby target due to low cloud
cover and heavy monsconal praln, Alroraft dlverted and
ordepred to drop bombs and napalm on nerthern end of NUI
DAT YS 4868,

D/6 RAR advlsed that they would attempt to extract uaaualtlun;

hourss

drtillery engaged Y5 477668, Reglmental mlsslon, Bty 4,
2/35 Arty engaged mortar losadlon,

0/6 RAR was belng engaged by snall arms flre at short rnngd;

A/6 RAR departed 6 RAR Base Area In APCs of 3 Tp 1 APC Sgqn,

1?5? heurss  Apilllery net reported company of VC were movlng

towards D/6 RAR, Z ol

1755

({a)

hours: Oommander 1 ATF dlpogted 5 RAR to

Take ovep perimetier defence ef & RAR base uran;
7.
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[33)

[34)

(35)

{36)
{37 )

(38)

1859

(40)

(41)

{a2)

(43)

{#4)

(45)

{46)

{47)

CONFIDENT | AL
(b} Send omo platoon to 1 APC Sgn base area,
(e) Provlde ones company oh standby on one hours notlee to move,

1800 hourss 9 Sqgn RAAF dropped gmmunltlien ta D Company
headquarters In a small elearlng Indloated by coloured smoke,

1810 heourag

{a) D/6. RAR were concentrated with the exception of 15 dead and _
mlsslmg from 11 Platoon, VG appearod to have broken contact,

(b) FOO reported that VC has apparently brokem contact,
le) Ammunitlon resupply was coapleted,

{d) A/6 RAR onontaoted support elements D445 Bn at Y5 476667,
Eﬂeﬂ# 'hl'l‘l-hdl-"'aw EhsT. ':HHI'J zoll

1820 houres D/6 RAR reported thas onamy appeared to be
regrouplng for an attaok, D/6 RAR was under heavy machlne gun
fire malely frem the EAST and SE,

1820 to 1910 hours: Enemy launched repeated assaults, malnly
from the SE, but also from the EAST, NE and SOUTH, (Map 19),

1832 hourss Artlllery reglmental fipe mleslon was flrad at
YSs 482671, '

1837 hourst Artlllery flre misslon on ¥S 485654, .

1850 houre: AJ6 RAR and 3 Tp 1 APC S5qn contaocted an estimated
two cbmpanles of onemy at ¥S 478570. The :m.uy were moving o
the WEST with thoe apparent intentlon of attacklng the rear of
076 RAR, A savalry assault caused heavy casualtles amongst the
enemy who broke contact and withdrew EAST} '

1858 "hourss . Aptlllery fire mlsslon on YS 434675,

1900 hours: B(-)/6 RAR arrived In locatlon with D/6 RAR and
deployed $o oovep WEST apphoach,

1910 houres 00 6 RAR and A/6 RAR end 3 Tp 1 APC Sgn arrlved Ian

‘locatlon with D/6 RAR and B(-)/6 RAR, A/E RAR secured area

EAST of D/6 RAR, CO & RAR assumed command, Enemy broke contact
and withdrew Eastward,” | .

19145 hoursg

{a) Reorganizailon after actlon, A/6 RAR econtlnuved to
hold EAST and SOUTH,

1{bl .hrtlllﬁry_f!ra mlsslon on ¥S§ 493§?1,?

1921 hoursy -ﬂrtlliary engaged YS 493671 - Ve wlthdrawal route,

1926 hours: Artlllery ammunitlon state - 105 Fd Bty RAA 2400
reunds, 103 Pd Biy RAA 1300 rounda, 161 Fd Bty RNZA 1800 rounds,

1935 hourss Artlllery fire mlgslon on Y5 493671,

1937 hours: Alrstrlke on YS$53006780,

CONFIBENT | AL



{48)
(49)

v "{s0)

(31)
(52}

{53)

[54)

(55)

{36])

{57)

(58)

{59)

1937 hourer Alretrike on Y5 50607070,
1937 hours: Alrstrlke on Y5 '53006780,
2030 hedrsr 5 RAR

A-Gay: One platoon In 1 APC Sqn Bass Area,
One platoon in A6 RAR Baasg Apeaz,
‘One platoon In own area,

B Coy: One platoon In C/6 RAR graa;
One platoon In own area,
One platoon tn C/6 RAR area,

C Coy: Seeurldy foree In %A EINH BA Y5 4474,
D Coy: On ona hours notleo to move %0 assletance of 6 RAR as
«ready peastlon forgao.'

b am
Atk Platoon In D/6 RAR basa araf,

Aslt Par Platoon on one hours notl&s t0 move for nlght securlity
patpol,

2041 hours: Airstrlke on YS49706640,
2116 hours: Artlllery flre mlselon on YS 510662 and YS 493671,

2045 hours: Aylatlon advised that Chlnook RW alrcraft risupply
of artllliopy aiuuﬁfiiun-duu to.arnliveuat gun posltlons In one,
hour.r5 RAR prderdd to patrol te WE ST of.lindinﬁ zone

and HQ Ceoapany 1 ATF was warned:fo provide work perty,

2050 houret 6 RAR advlsed that C0 had Just completed conferanae
wlithicompany eommanders; that he was reasonably sure that

heavy casualtles had been Inflloted on VC; that he proposad

to withdraw D/6 RAR with dead and wounded In APCo through A/6 "RAR
to a landing zone; and that after DUSTOFF evacuatlon was completo
the force would oclose |n to perlacter for the nlght, In conference
between Comd 1 ATF and CO 6 RAR 14 wWans agreed that 1t was nos
possible to sooure the D/6 RAR battleground or to attempt to
locate 16 misslng soldleps of D/6 RAR. Reports Indleated that 1t
was nlazeingerdaln that these soldloers had all heen kllled, It
was pltch derk In the rubber plantatlon and st]11 ralning,

2052 hours: Alrstrike-on Y& 49508700,

2100 hours: 6 RAR advlsed that DUSTOFF was required In BERProX-
lmately onc hour, APCs }rumls Tp 1 APC Sqn would form a hollow
square arocund landldg zone and llluilnutu the landlng zone by
showlng lnternal lights with the hatohes open, Detalls of N
casualtles - 4 HIA, B 1ltter cases, 6 walklng wounded, 16 mlssing,
Other detalls requlred for DUSTOFF to follow, Detalls of

casualty evaouatlon were then c¢cordlnated wlth DUSTOFF, 2 Fd Amb,
RAAF ATOC and & RAR. : i

2140. hourss 6! RAR made a tentativh bld fog APCs for one
sectlon of mortars plus one troop per company., Requlred at

190630 houpa,

2217 hours: Alpstrike on YS 49505?551 

2240 houre: Alrstrike on Y§ 49706750,
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2251 hours: Alrstrike on ?5-513ﬂ562ﬁf
2804 hours: Alrstilke on YS 515&5??5;
2330 hours: Alprsirlke on Y5 -%M9G§799,
2383 hours: AlpStrike oA™YS 51008870,
2400 hn?rn;

(a) Artillepy sitrep advised that 2638 rounds of 105am
ammunltlon and 155 rounds of 155mm ammunition had been
expendod botween 180001 and 182400 hours,

(b) Commander 1 ATF 1ssued followlng orders subjedt to «
cenfirmatlon after discusslon wlth CO 6 RAR when
movement @fid casualty evacuaitlon completed: & RAR Bn HQ
and assoelated subunlts wlih C/6 RAR move to forward area
&8s s00n as posslble after flirat llght 19 August In APCs
18 hﬁﬁa Includlng 2 meortar APCs, report to &€ RAR at 190630
houre, D/5 RAR to move from base bt alrmoblile company to
forward landlng zone at flpst light and to come undep
ecmmand 6 RAR on arrlval In forward area, Debusalng polnt
for flrst APC 11ft to be advlsaed by 6 RAR. APCs to 11ft
D/5 RAR roport to D/5'RAR &t 190730 hours If alrmob|ls
company not avallabla,

‘490030 hourst 6 RAR reported that DUSTOFF was proceeding
Other elemcnts of the battallon were moving to marry up wlth
0/6 RAR at the landing zone at Y5 472674,

0035 hoyrst Aviation reported $hat a Chlinook RW alraraft
recelved approxlmately six rnunds; Pnbludlng two trecer pounds
S00 metors WEST of |ntep Frovinelal Route 2 at approximately
Y5 431682, Also peported one exploslon In the area,

0036 heurs: Alpstrike on YS 48906900,

0050 hours: Last casualty evaouatlon alreraft d4;arted landling
zone without lnoldent, Total of seyon eortles flown, one sortle
by US DUSTOFF, slx sortles E¥ RAAF,

0054 hourss Alrstrike on YS 49706640,

0210 hourst USAF ALD mdvised that & total”of twelve lamedlate
alrstrikée had bean flownj iNegative BDA,X

0320 hoursi Resupply of gun ammunlilon completed,

041C .aours: 6 RAR uonrlrnaq requesi for 211 avallable APCs
to 11ft 6 RAR B# HQ, one mortap se0tlon and C/6 RAR at 190630
hours plus helloopter 11f€ for O/S RAR at same tlmo,

0445 hours: |l Fleld Force Vlietnan roquestoed to provlide one
alrmoblle company, PINiY

0505 hourag Request for alrmoblle ‘acmpany approved by ||

Fleld F&ﬁnn Viatnanm, : L

0532 hourss 11'Fleld Force Vietnad advised that nine hellcopters

dus to arrive 1 ATF for alrllft of D/5 RAR at 190630 hours,
R : i3

"

0645 hourss 6 RAR Bn HQ, C/€ RAR, one sec mor pl 6 RAR and 2
Tp 1 APC Sqn moved from 6 RAR base area to area of operatlion,

10,
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(77) 0700 houras 075 RAR eama under gommand 6 RAR and moved by us
Alrmoblle Company to landlng zone at YS 462675,

(78) 0730 hourst 00 & RAR lssued verbanl ordnruf
(79) 0735:haursi' Gommander 4 ATF vIal¥nd 6 RAR forward,

{BO) 0750 hourss Alrsielke an suspecinl V6 logatlon st ¥5. 489659,
] Ehang: O
{B1) 0B15 hours: FAC reported that & segondary sxploslon occurred
and that Intence black smoke was comlng from arca of alratrike
€t YS 489659, Thought to be ofl or gas Installation,

(82) 0845 hours: Alrstrike on YS 517667,

{83) 0845 hoursr 6 RAR advanced to seene of contact, D/6 RAR and
D/5 RAR wero mounted 1a APCs followed 8y A/6 RAR, B/6 RAR,
& RAR Bn H%; mnd C/6-FAR on faot,

(L84) 0900 ta 1100 hours;’ Inltlal n!gaanna was made of battle area,
Twoe wounded anemy were captured, Twe of 6 RAR wounded and thirtesn
of & RAR dead were recoversd and evaouated by US DUSTOFF and RAAF
lroquolas,

(85) 1000 hours: Gommandér 1 ATF returned o HQ 1 ATF and advlsed
sltrep as follows:

"SITREP. Comtaot yosterday was a mlalaum of one to two battallons,
All 2nemy dpesased Ingreens wlth fpll web dqulpment, Weapond

used were B2 mw mortars from two scparate base plates, one to EAST,
ome to BO0BTH, & large number of 50 and 30 eal MG, M7. grenade:z
launchers, 57 and 75ga RCL. Enomy sarrylng large quantitles of
amnunitlon and haavlly ongaged gup people for approximately 3%
hours without coaslng flre, Conslder we Inflleted very heavy
caesuvaltles on onomy, Thls ls belng ohocked out this mornlng,

At 190706H 0/5 RAR was alrllfted out to LZ YS 462675, C Coy

6 RAR plus rﬁﬂatnder ef HQ moved out by tracks this mernling,
arriving 0B30H, e
Future plans = 6 RAR to gonduct staroh opebations In three phases,
Phase 1. D/5 RAR and D/6 RAR with 1 APC Sqn (31 Tracls) advance
from LZ Y¥S 473675 to area of yestordayls battle, area YS 483674,
A/6 RAR to tollow APC forses on foot, D/6 RAR to search battle
area, Reserve for Phase 1. D/6 RAR and C/6 RAR to remaln area LZ,
Phase' 2, D/5 RAR with APCs contl'nue sweep EAST to the end of the
rubber at Y53 486668 to YS 494664 then to contlnue to sweep WEST
bask to LZ movling to SOUTH of tpabsk from Y5 494664 to YS 490673,
B HR &ed BSG RAR{and ‘C/6 RAR to, move. itdrinew loocatlon Y5 485673,
Pha s 3. A/6 RAR plus ona troop 1 APC Sgm to sweep EAST through
LONG TAN then WEST to YS 489654, A% the same +lme D/5 RAR NE to
feature MU| DAT, B/6 RAR and D/6 HAR to réemaln In resapye,”

(86) 1045 hourss  Prollmlnary Interrogation of one captured wounded
eneay Indleated that he was North Vietname se,

(87) 1100 hourss A/6 RAR, D/5 RAR and 1 AFC Bqn (=) eonducted sweep
to EABT, v

(B8) 1105 hours: 6 RAR reported ae follows: "Enemy, 113 bodles and
2 WA collected ag thlis“tlme, GColloctlon contlnues, Posslblllty
that they ara North Vlietnamese, Own Troope, 2 aasualtles recovered
and evasuakod, 13 bodles ﬁﬂuovaréd'whluh accounts for all MIA,
LOCSTAT 6 RMR YS480672. WI1l commence Phase 2 as approved by
Coamander 1 ATF in ten mlnutes,

i
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laterrogatlon of two saptured enemy conflrmed that they wepre
North Vietnamesa from 45 Regt whloh had two battallens In

the area, namely 2 Ba and 3 Bn 45 Regt NVA, They had been In the
area for about one month In the vlolnlty of BINH GIA,

1130 hours: 1 APC 5qn (=) located extensive trench system at
¥S 489666, Oyor 100 trenches - gons|deped that they were dug
for protectlon pather than for defenoe, Some enemy bodles,
weapons and equlpment were found,

1210 hovurss D/5 RAR found a trask loandlng almost due EAST
from Y5 490665, Assessed as belng the maln enamy withdrawal
route, ;

1215 hourst & RAR reported as followst

"Enemy, Body oount difficult to assess at thls stage, Bodlea

have been slghted as far EAST as Y5 487667, Approximately 40
weapons have been recovered, Inaluding four LMEe, cne E0mm mortar,
one ,50 oal MG, and three RLe of unknown orlgln, As reported,
enemy are of 45 Regt NVA, Further Informatlon obtalned Indloates
that they were on thelr way to 4 ATF base when ocontacted, PW
states rleoe omche for whole provinee s logated flve kllometars
WEAT of thls looatlons Proteoted by 4 Coy 5 Bn 45 Regt NVA whloh
has slx 82mam mordars) These are sald to be the mortars that shelled
base area, All tpracks from area lead EAST, OWN slt, A6 RAR

and D/5 RAR looated at YS 489669, Romalnder at Y5 483764,

1220 hoursy 6 RAR looated a trall loadling NE from YS 496667 and
requasted approval to search trall. Commander 1 AT approved
movement along trall for no further tham 1000 meters,

1315 hours: 0/5 RAR sweepling snemy withdrawal trall to EAST
from YC0.498€65 to0 a 1lmlt of 1000 meters,

1320 'hourss - ‘8 RAR evaecuated prisoners steapped to the stretchep
frames of a H13 RW alreraft, L

1503 hoursy Alrstrike conducted at YS 598770 (105am howltzer
logatlon) and Y5 602768 (75mm RCL leaatlon),

1505 hourst Coamander 1 ATF vislted 6 RAR,
1540 hourss D/5 RAR had followed #pall from Y5 45BEES to
YS5503667 wlthout ocontact,

1650 hourst Alratrlke was condusted on a suspeoted gcamp of
45 Regt NVA a¥ Y5 51 § 2; armament 1000 pound bombs; dlrectlon
of fly In from SOUTH ¢« _NORTH; nearsst troops 1500 meters WEST,

1700 hours: GC/f6 RAR had patrollsd to ares YS 487674 after flndling
a track runnlng generally NORTH and blood trall and dl soarded
enemy equlpment ond captured one wounded VG,

1800 hoursy A/6 RAR snd 1 APC Sqn (=) atrlved at battallon

harbour area Y5 485672 after completlng a sweep of area generally
Y8 600E64-=¥5 498657 - Y5 476667,
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2050 houreg CO & RAMR "Tesuvd vorbal ordors for oparatlons on 29

"August as ftollows:

(8) A/6 RAR and 1 APC Sqn (=) sweop and search the village of
XA LONG TAN.

(b) B/6 RAR 1a roserve and proteoilon for 6 RAR Bn HQ,

(e) C/6 RAR and D/S RAR carry out searoch of area to NORTH,
'neluding NU! DAT feature YS 4868,

(d) D/& RAR oontlnue wlith eleaprmnoe of battlefleld,

200800 hours: A/6 RAR and 41 APC S5qn (=) departed 6 RAR harbour
area on allotted task.

0830 hours: O/E RAR and D/5 RAR departed 6 RAR harbour area on
alletied task,

1037 hourss 1 APC Sgn (-) apprehended 40 olvilians at YS 488650,

An Interpreotor was flown to the ‘apea and the olv!llans were -1
eleared and releasecd,

1040 hourst D/5 RAR leocated a dump of 27 gallons of keraslne,
21 gallons of occoklng oll, 20 plok heads, and some alothing at
Y5 483681,

1200 hours: Gf6 RAR found small qunﬂ;Ttlau of ammunltlon,
magazrines and aqulpment at Y5 dﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ.

1226 houres D/5 RAR found twe rantntly dug- weapon plts at
¥54786 0, Personal equlpment near thu pita Jnoluded a wallet
aontalnlng phodographs and duuunuhta.

1600 hours: A/6 RAR and 1 APC Sgn (=) returned to harbour area,

1630 hourss DS6 RAR and 1 APC Sqn less 2 Tp returned to 6 RAR
basee area, . :

1730 hours: O0/68 RAR loeated In nlght harbour posltlon at

¥YS 489687,

1800 hours: D/B RARulocested In nlght harbour posltion at
Ys 379691,

1830 hours: C/6 RAR lssued verbal opdeps for 21 August.
Congept of oparations waos as follows:

la) A/6 RAR movye by APC to seapah area bounded by orecks in
¥55065 and 5066,

(b) B/6 RAR search general area YS510670.
{¢[ .C/6 RAR searoh general area TSSB;EHE.
" |
(d) D/S RAR pevert to under gommand 5 RAR at 210700 hours.

210830 hours: B/6 RAR located a traok heading generally EAST

from Y5 508663 which had been useed nbout 36 hours previously

by a large number of troops.
3 o

1020 hoursr A/6 R4R found trecks of an estimated 300 troops

In vieinity of Y5 508659, Tracks veered EAST,

13.

CONFIDENT | AL



CONFIDENT | AL

(116) 211130 hours: A/6 RAR located a crossing place where tha main
enemy wjithdrawal erossed the SUOI DA BANG at Y5 511660,

1 e 211310-huur=: A/6 RAR found delaylng positions obout 38 hours
old at Y5 514661 and some discarded VC equipment on the track,

(128) 211315 hourse C/6 RAR located a lapge enemy camp at Y5 508678 whlch
had recently boen ccocupied, 14 bodles were found in graves,

(119) "211335 hours: A/6 RAR located a regently veed encmy camp Bt ¥YS '
317662, Tracks out of the camp led NORTH and NE,

{1¥0) 211515 hours: 6 RAR concentrated ot ¥S 504660,

(12%) 211515 hours: B/6 RAR departod for 6 RAR base area in APCs of
3:Tp 1 APC Sqn.

(122) 211523 to 211600 holurs: Twe platoons of C/6 RAR returned to
6 RAR base aren fa RAAF |roquols.

(123) 211600 hours: 6 RAR Bn HG, A/E RAR and Cl=)/6 RAR departed
for 8 RAR In APCs of 1 APC Sagn ),

(124) 211730 hourst 6 RAR concentrated In basc arsa, Opapration
SMITHFIELD soncluded,

15, Results:

a, Casuvalties:
Friendly . Enemy
Kids 17 KIA [BC): 248
Wiks 21 VEC: 3

i MIAh: MNone CIE Te estinated that the enemy evacuated

Dow: 14 at least 350 casualties)

b, Weapons and Ammunitlon: *
Friendly Enemy
Wpns: One M16 14) D/6 RAR Arca _

33 7.62mm AK Aslt Rifles,

9 T.,62mm SKS Rifles

T 7.62am RPD LMG

1 30 cal M{ Carbine

1 7.62mm PP Sh M1941 SMG [Burp Gun)

1 7.62mm S5GH HMG on wheels mounteéd with

shield

«30 cal M1 Garand RifTle

1 «57mm RR Type 30 with modlifled "Brea!
LMG tripod.

4 Rocket launchers RPG=2.

—_

(2) 3 Tp 1 APC Sqn Contact Area

57mm RR type 30 with telescoplie sight
and 'Bpen! tripod,

«30 ¢al Browning LMG [BAR)

« 45 Thompson M141 5MG

«30 Cal M1 Barblne,
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{3) Ammunition |hpproximate):
3700 rounds 7.52mm M1943 rifle (AK, SKA)
2700 rounds 7.62mm Soviet 1943 1llnk (RPD)
1900 rounds 7.62mm M1908 Soviet 1jink
W MMG )
120 rounds .45 oal (Thompson)
1000 rownds .30 ocal (M1 Carbline)
7 M27 US Grenades
300 Mlsc Hund Grenades
1 Pineapple grenade
22 rounds 57mm RR
28 rounds Rocket RPG=2
40 rounds E0mm Mor (US and Chlcom)

l4) Magazlinss,
26 Drum Magazines (RPD LMG)
105 AK rlfle cupved aagazines
12 BAR Magazlnes
4 Thompson magazlnas,
2 "Snalletype” Spandau

ME-34 magazlines

Mlzed ammunitlion 1lnap

bdaintstrative Hattiru;

a, There were no adminlstrétive problemsa, Some reasupply was -
effected by both UH1B and M113, The resupply of ammunition by free
drop from HU1B during the battle proved very effactlive and timely,

b, Most of the casualitles sustained by D/6 RAR romained In the
battle area for seven hours before belng evacuated, Thls was
unavoldable as the battle raged until 1ast 1lght, After last light
two maln problems had to bo fasced, There was no moenllight at all

and It was llterally pleh dark, whilst movement was heard on several
cocaslons to the eaet and It was highly possible that an tnemy forecs
of over 1000 amen atl1ll facod the 300 men of 6 RAR and 1 APC Sqn,

The securlng of the landing site and the evacuation of casvaltles

was therefore carried out underp extremely difficult conditlons and
requirements for maximum saaurity.'

15.

CONFIDENT I AL



CONFIDENT | AL

A8y Messages:
8. The following Congratulatapy meéssages were rooeived:
{1) Fér . Brigadiar Jagkson. The Prime Ministers Press Secretary

A (2}

{3)

{4}

(s)

(6)

has asked that Lthe foellowing message bp despatehed to

you. "Our forces In their latest engagement have acquitted
themselves with skill effectivenoss and high courage in

the best Austerallan tradition, Pleoase tell them that

Australia 1s [poud &f them. | have publiely exprossed my
sympathy to Lhe bereaved., My sympatihy @gees also to0 the wounded
| send them bost wishes for specdy rocovery, Signed Harold
Holt Prlme Minlster?,

Fellowing message recoived in Canborra from COMUSMACY.

¥For Genenal Mockay from Genoral Wegimereland, Your troops
have won a spectacular vietory aver the enamy near BARIA.
Agaressivencss, quick reagtjion, good use of fire power,

and old faghlenod Australian eourage have producod cutstanding
results, Howrty congratulations®

Following mesgnge sent from Canborea to COMUSMACY,

"For General Hestmorcland froam Mackay, Your personal message
conveying your praise and congratulations on vietory in

Phuoe Tuy was roceived with Pleasuro and pride and will be
Sppreciated cspecially by the trocps and the people of
Australial,

For' Comd 41 ATF. DMComd AFV adds his personal congratulations
to you and all ranks Australian Forco partieulardy 6 RAR and
Bupporting ground and air elements on their magnificent
performince and dchiovement?,

From Maj Gen Scamany - "Please PES5 on to the 6ih Battallon,
Royal Austrzlian Regiment, my heartfost congratulations for

the outstending results obtained during Operation SMITHFIELD,
The large numbor of enemy killed as compared to the light
cosualties on tho Australians is indicative of the professlon-
allsm of your Task Foroe, l'espocially want to congratulate

0 Company for Itn'uutstanding performance durfng this operetion,

The fellowing message was reccived from Lieutenant General

Coa Van Vien, Chiof of JGS/RVNAFE, o] wish te express the grate
itude of the Peeple and the Armed Forees of Vietnam for the
courageous and hlghly successful performance of the men of

the Australlan Task Force during Operation SMITHFIELD., Theip
actlon demonstrated to our enemies and to the world the
professional compotonce of your troops and their determination
to help our aation In the preservation of jts freedom, We share
the pride of your people in the accenplishments of your brave
soldiers, we also share the grief of the familles of those who
lost their lives in this action and other actions. We hope

for the speecdy and satisfactory rocovery of those who sufferad
wounds, "

16.
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b. The Communists, by couperleon, lssued the following statements

on the results of the Baltle: : :.:

(1) At 1749 GMT on 27 August 1966 Radlo Hanol reported that
"The Australlen mercenaries, who are no less husky and beefy
than thair allles, the US aggressors, have proved as good
fresh targets for the South Vietnanm Liberatlion Fighters.
feeording to LPR - Liberation Press Ageney, ln twe days
ending 18 August, the LAF - Llberatlon Armed Forces = wlped
out over 3500 Ausiralian mercenaries In BARIA Province. LFPA
reported; On 18 August In the coostal province of BARIA
cast of SAIGON, the LAF wiped out almost completely one Battallon
of Australian mepcenaries in an ambush in LONG TAN village,
4t 1500 hours that day, a&an sustralion mercenary Battalien and
a column of Apmoured cars fell Into an ambush. Within the
first few minutes the LAF fierdely attacked the ensmy and made

: short work of two companies, set firc to three M113 Armoured
Cars, and drove the remnants into a cornce of the battlefield.
The LAF then concontrated their flpo on thea and heavily dec=
imated the raomaining company, The LAF alsoc shot down one of
the US aireraft which wrnt %o tho rescue of the battered
Austrelians, MAeccording to first reports, in this battle the
LAF put out ef setion 400 Australian mercenaries, thus annih=
ilating two full sized companies, hcayily decimated another,
szt afire throe MI13 Armoured card, downed one US Jet
flghter, and ceptured a groat quantity of arms and ammunitlon,
The day before, 17 August, the LAF in the same province wipaed
out 100 Australlap mercenaries. For these victories, the South
Vietnam LAF command has deeided to award the Liberaticn
Military Explolt Order Third Class to the vietorious units,”

{2) At 141% GMT on 28 August 1966 Radio PEKING Internaticnal
Serviee in Engllsh reported that:
"More than 500 Bustralian Satellite Troops inecluding two
whole companics were wiped out by tho South Vietnam Liberation
Army in BARIA Pprovince on 17 and 18 August when It launched
flerce attacks on an Australian battallien and an armouped
car column, reported the South Victnam Liberation Press

Ageney. In an attack on an Avustrallan Base In NUIl THU on
17 hugust, the Liberation Army in BARIA Provinece wiped out
more than 100 Australien troops., In the afterncon of the

fellowing day, the Liberation Army knookeéd out a number of
Australlen troops whieh fell inte an ambubh In the LONG

TAN Hamlet, Then, the Liberation Foreces concentrated their
fire on the rcst of the encmy and ufpﬂd out more than fToup
hundred Australlan Satellite Troops, Two companles were
completely wlpocd out and another conpany was heavily battered,
Three M113 Armoured cars were destroyed, The command of the
South Vietnam Liberation Armed Foroces has recently decided to
sward this victorlous unit with the Liberation Explelt Order,
Third Closs®,
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D COY ARTER ACTION REPORT : OPERATION "SMITHPIELD"

8y Reference Map: 1:25,000 PICTO
) OPERATIONS

D Coy Cperation "VENDETTA", later renamed Operation
"SMITHFIELD",

2a REPORT BY

6776 Maj H A SMITH 0C D Coy 6 RAR
3. FORCE

D Coy 6 RAR; strength 108 A1l Ranlks,
4, ITME OF ACTION

1540 - 1910 hrs 18 Aug 66,
Duration: 3 hours.

5 LOCATTON
¥54767, YS4867,
6. COMPANY TASK

Search for, and locate enemy force that Mortarted 1 ATF area

ol DESCRIPTION OF ACTION IN OWN WORDS

D Coy, with a strength of 108 moved from its base location
through B Coy area at 1100hrs on 18 Aug 66, arriving ab YS473673 to
RV with B Coy HQ at 1300hrs., After studying the evidence of enemy
tracks, I ordered an advance, one-up, to the NORTH EAST, commencing
at 1500hrs, following the line of a fresh VC track., At YS5475675 the
track divided into 2 tracks, both heading EAST SOUTH BEAST, roughly
parallel, and about 300 yds apart, At this point there was evidence
of 82mm mortar ammo being prepared for firing, and signs that the
‘enemy had fled EAST in a hurry to escape (B, Several grenades,
sandals, and pieces of equipment were found over a wide area,

At this point I ordered the advance to continue, but now with
two platoons up; 10P1 on the LEFT, 11P1 on the RIGHT - on the high
ground, with Coy HQ and 12P1 in the centre rear., The Coy covered a
frontage of 400 metres and a similar distance in depth, (Sketch 1)

At 1540hrs, 11P1 contacted 6 VC at ¥5478673. The report. was
6 -~ 8 local VO, dressed in khaki, no equipment, fled EAST. One.AK
rifle was recovered, (A body later recovered), I instructed 11P1
to continue sweeping EAST, with the rest of the Coy moving as before.

At 1600hrs, 11P1l reported movement and noise in the house at
¥5481672 and prepared to assault the house. I ordered 10P1 to
continue advancing EAST and to get into a "cut-off" position
facing SOUTH in case enemy fled NORTH. 11P1 cleared the house with-
out incident and I zave orders to continue the advance to the EAST,

‘At 1608hrs firing was heard in 11P1 area and the P1 Comd.
reported a platoon gize force to his LEFT front and called for
Artillery fire on YS5487674, He further reported more enemy, and
8aid he was suffering casualties as he was being attacked on his
LEFT, FRONT and RIGHT, I ordered 11P1 to withdraw., The Coy was
disposed as uhown in Sketch 2, _

R o
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Coy HQ and 12 Pl contiwned to move fnrward as firing increased
and  paankhel .T;'._m'r-'.'n:u:‘?«f el oallll Mndaes 4o Copm the J;or':nt'is ps,ssing ovrer
11 P1.  Approx 20 rounds 82mm mortar fell on the RIGHT flank of Coy
HQ Area, and I immediately moved 12 Pl and Coy HQ to the LEPT (NORTH
EAST) to GR482674 out of the mortared area. The MIC gave a Moxrtrep
bearing of 2300 mils and the info was passed back by the FO, The
mortar ceased to fire after CB, but firea again into. the same drea
later, from mortar positions to the EAST,

11 P1 reported that they were almost surrounded, suffering
heavy casualties, could not extract themselves, and almost out of
ammunition. Artillery fire continued to support them, with the FO
talking to the Pl Sgt after the Pl Comd was killed, Regettably,
there was some confusion as to exact location of enemy and own
troops, and initially fire support was not clcse, but in faet 4id
untold damage to the enemy in depth, g

Pl Comd 10 P1 stated he was not under fire and could possibly
get into 11 P1 to support their withdrawal, I ordered 10 P1 o
attack from the NORTH, 10 Pl were observed* advencing and then a
large volume of fire broke out in their arca and radio contact was
lost, At about this time 11 P1 radio also went aut, after reports
that VC were all around them,

I then ordered 12 Pl and Coy HQ to move forward in an attempt
to get closer to 11 Pl to fight them back. 12 Pl moved SOUTH EAST
followed by CHQ. At this time 10 P1 communications were restored
when second operator reached them. 10 P1 stated they had caspalties
and were attack from the high ground to the NORTH (YS5448675), 10 P1
had, in fact, got to within 100 metres of 11 Pl before being stopped
by BA and mortar fire, snd then infentry attack, I ordered 10 P1
to withdraw as their wounded were now arriving back to Coy HQ,
(Sketch No 3).

By now, 12 P1 had moved off to the SOUTH EAST and it was
impossible to move C1.Q with the 10 P1 wounded., I organised the
security of the Company Aid Post area and put 10 Pl on the ground
as they arrived back, X

12 P1 reached a position at ¥5483673, about 150 metres behind
11 P1, and then ceme under heavy fire and subsequently attaclzed  from
Fhe ares, ?f the house at YS481672, and alse from the WORTH EAST
\Sketch 4),

' At the same time enemy attacked the G°¥ defended area from
the EAST, and were moving in and out of 12 Pl's RIGHT flank, Coy

HQ engaged enemy in area YS480673. Artillery fire support continued.
HMG and MMG was received into tho Coy areca all the time from area
¥5485674. (Sketch 5) -

The strike aircraft arranged by 6 RAR arrvived, but apparently
could not see the area because of the low cloud and heavy rain, (I
had requested Napalm from YS486669 to ¥5487674)., Coloured smoke was
thrown, but did not get up through the canopy, and I could not get
communications with the FAC., (The aircraft thon dropped bombs to the
NORTH EAST), _

The ammunition resuvply helicopters (2) arrived as previously
requested and dropped the ammunition through the trees "right into
the CSM's lap". This position was in a small clearing, and
indicated by colourecd smoke, '

By this time, and with the visual assistance of the coloured
smoke thrown for the strike, 11 Pl survivors had fought their way
back to 12 P1 and 12 Pl withdrew back to the Coy area. I gave -
quick orders for the defence of this area. The time was about 1815
hrs and for the next hour the nnemg'kept up a continuous volume of
fire into the arca.from HMG and MMG +o the BAST, and a fantastic
amount of LMG and SA fire from the SOUTH BAST, He attacked, in
succession from the SOUTH EAST (the main thrust), the EAST NORTH

BAST, ond SOUTH. (Sketch 6) /3
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Artillery fire continued throughout and was extremely
effective. The IO haod fire arocund the EAST, SOUTH E.ST, and
SOUTH of the Coy perimeter area, at times some rounds fell in the
Coy area (but only one WIA from Arty) - but keeping the enemy
from closing in. 4 KIA we e received from enemy SA fire during
the attacks on the final Coy area,

The enemy attacks continued until the APC Tp with A Coy
arrived at 1910 hrs, end even as the .DP.'S ceme into the Coy
ar.a the enemy was still attacking from the NORTH REAST, However,
they soon disengaged and withdrew EAST,

The Coy was also Joined at this time by the B Coy HJ
with one platoon which I placed covering the WBST zpprosch, ©O
6RAR had arrifed with A Goy and took command.

During the next 5 hrs the Coy regrouped, lomded the
wounded on APC's and moved baclk, securing the LZ at YS473675
with a circle of 9 APC's, The 7 DUSTOTD heliceopters arrived in
quick succession from 2359 hrs and the laost casualties nere
evacuated by 0034 hrs 19 Aug 66,

The Coy was then joinsd by A Coy and B Coy, and the force
remained in this area under commend CO 6 RAR until the APC assault
a2t 0900 hrs,

8. DESCRIPTION OF THRIAIN

a. 2 year old rubber plantation with some undergrowth
in places, lainly clean, Vigibility was about 150 metres
but fell to 100 metres when the heavy rain started about
1730 hrs,

b. The area to the NORTH was thick scrub,

Ol The Coy area was on a gradual clope, the final
position being a reveise slope rosition, facing SOUTH

EAST,
ENEMY
9. TACTICS

The cnemy was undoubtedly warncd of our presence by the
contaet with his sercen or standing patrol. Ailthough he had one
line of fire trenches, these were proboably dug after the battle
started. He appecred to be stotic when contacted.

10. His immediate re-ction was to hold 11 P1 down wthh fire
from a fire base at GR 475672. He then sent out ( to the SOUTH
WEST) about 2 Coy or two Coy forece wh.ch thon virtually surrounded
the platoon with about 6 groups of 20 - 25 VC (Skoteh i

1l The group at i remained loeal fire base =nd other groups
gave cross fire, whilst other groups moved forward, e.g., groups
A, Band D fired, ¢, E, and P moved forward, then groups i, C and
E fired, while B, D and F noved forward., This process without
volce or obvious signals, was obviously the result of a lot of
training and rehesrsal., It could have becen on a timed programme,

12, When 10 pl attacked the VC on the LEFT flank of 11 Pi:
(Sketch 8) +the onemy hold 10 P1 with fore from the main fire
base to the BAST, (%¥ end at least one Coy attacked from the
LEFT (Y), coming down off the spur ot GR485675. The caamy also
fired light end meddum mortar onto 10 cnd 11 F1 arecas, He. also
moved another large force (Z) in an ntteupt to outflaml }1 Fl,
This foree was met by 12 Pl, <& 10 P1 withdrew, forcc EY- ‘then went
through into the IIFT flan: of 12 Fl, but-was succusguivlly cngaged
by Artillery and small arms fire from the Coy area. (Sketch 9).
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13 vhen 11 and 12 Pls withdrew, there was a slight lull,

as he regrouped, but then the cnemy attacked in force, mainly
from the SOUTH EAST, but also from the EAST, NORTH EAST and SOUTH,
and these attackd :continued supported by hecvy HMG and MG

fire from the NORTH EAST. (Skotoh 10)

14 Artillery end smell arme fire kept those attacks back,

but large numbers of enemy could be seen moving WEST, obviously
trying to encirecle the position. However this force was cut by

the APC Tp as it ocrrived from the SOUTH. D Coy reported VC to

- the immediate /BST of our .ares as they avrived, This smaller group
fled NORTH EAST. (Sketch 11)

1:5% 1t 38 now understood that the a.emy force was 275 Regiment
plus one NVA battalion and D445 lobile FPopao En with an artillery
Battalioh (6 Bn); advancing 3 up and ono in reserve. The contact
apparently took place in the centre of the arany froxmt, and he
tried to envelop, mainly from the SOUTHERN f£1:onk, The dispersion
and movement of 10,11 snd 12 Pls, coupled with the Artillery
support probaily coused him some doubts as to the size of our force,
and looking back on +the action, it wos fortunate, although to the
detrimiemt of 11 1, that the Coy wos digpersed. I fecl that if
the enemy had been .able to loeate tne limits of a smaller arca,
he may nave boen able to surround ~nd overrun the area with his
sgperior numbers,

16. DR2SS, WDAPONS and DOULCHMENT

The cnemy force was cxtremely well equipped Clothing
was amixture of green, Ithaki, black and grey. Webbing and packs
were well made and plentiful, He comouflared the back of his
body and his hoaddress (jungle hats). Ho Oni Minh sandals were
the moin footwear, and theso during the conteet, were tucked into
web.ing or carried in the hand. One dead VC had a pair of
sandels and two 60mm mortar hombs in one hend, and 2 mortar bilpod
in the other. Ivery man hod o shelter, hammock, rice tin, spirit
lamp, "housewife", eleaning zear, oil bottle ond personal items,

1.7 Whistles and bugles were car.iod end used —or mignols.
The enemy 12id linc as he moved forwerd (D10 cable on large
wooden apools)

18, The enemy was extremely well armed. J/lmost e¥ery man
carried an autom:tic AK or SKS rifle. M1 hod at lenst 2-3 grenades,
some "grenadiers" carried haversocks with 10-12 grenades of

varying types. Personal ommunition wos up to 250 rounds, mainly

in mogozines, In addition to personal weapons, o large number

of MG (Metal) mogazines for INMG, 60mm mortnr ‘ombs, rockets and

57Tmm RCL rounds were corried, Members of cr w-served woopon teams
did not always have personal weapone, but corried a large amount

of weapon ammunition. Rofer to parc. 25 for types of weapons,

19, LNENY CASUALTIES
245 KIA ch)
150 KIA Pcsai

500 WIA {qus

3 vec (wIA)

20, Inemy cosunltics in the immedicte Coy.rec wore caused by

small axms fire (50%) and Artillery fire (50%). Encmy cauwunlties
were found in the areas of the cetion shown at Sketch 12, Other

casualties were found to the BT one SOUTH BAST.

21, FRIENDLY C/SUALTIES

D Coy casualties were:

17 KI.L

19 WIA: /5
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22, Other cosualties were:
3 WIA (APC Tp - 1, later died of wounds)
B Coy =~ 1;
.'.IJ. GG‘F - 1
23, Own KIA were coused by small arms fire, mainly head wounds;

death instantancous., WIA were ceuned m:inly by SL fire, and by
mortar shrapnel., One WIA was caused by own crtillety eclled in
close by Coy Comd. 3 shock cases werc also evacuated,

24, AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE (APPROXIMATE)

a. Artillery 2500 ms 105 How
500 rds 155 How

b.  Infantry 3500 rds 7.63mm (SLR)
5000 rds 7.62mum link (MG)
1500 xds 5,56mm (M16)
300 s 9mm (ONC)
10 rds 40mm (M79)
Clavmore mines and M26 grenades were
carried but WOT used,

<5 L Coy, B Coy and APC Tp olso fired some small
quantities.

25 .  DOOUMENTS /NI WEAPONS
a.  DOCUMENTS

Handed to IO 6RAR,
26, JEAPONS AND AMIUNITION

g :_Q_ GUE J"J.I'E'E

33 7.62mm AK Aslt Rifles,
5 7.62mm SKES Rifles,
g T.62mm RFD ING
1
1
1
1

+30 eal Il Carbine,

7.62mm FP Sh M1941 SMG ('BURP'Gun).

7.62mm SGH HUG on wheels mounted with shield,

.30 cal M1 'Garand' Rifle,

57mm ER Type 30 with modified 'Bren! IMG tripod,
4 Rocket Leaunchers RPG - 2,

b. APC Tp Contact Area

5Tmm RR Type 30 with telescopic sight and 'Bren' tripod.
» 30 cal Browning IMG (BAR),
+45 Thompson M141 SMG,

» 30 cal M1 Carbine,

¢. Ammunition (Approx)

3700 rds  7.62mm M 1943 rifle (4K, sxs;
2700 rds 7.62mm SOVIET 1943 link (RPD
1900 rds 7.62mm M1908 SOVIET link (MMG)
100 rds 12,7 Link éﬂm}
1000 rds 7.92 Link (1C-34)
120 nds .45 cal ETHGMPEGHJ
1000 mis 30 cal (M1 CARBINE)

7 26 US Grenades,
300 Misc Hand grensades,

1 Pineapple grenade,

22 rds 57mm ER

28 rds Rocket REG-?

40 rds 60mm Mox (US & Chicom)

S



26 Drum HMapazines (RPD IMG)
105 AX rifle curved magazines
12 BAR Mags.
4 Thompson magazines.
2 "Onail-type" SPANDAU MG-34 lagazines

Mixed ammunition liners (Metal)
LESSONS LEARNHT

27. WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION
8, MG M60

(1) Failed in the extreme conditions of mud, dirt and
wet. There were no mechanieal failures, but the
ammunition could not be kept clean. The ammunition
pouch issued with the M60 is useless, as it ghrinks,
and folds in, stopping the feed. Further, it is not
convenient to undo a corroded zip to place in a belt.
A1l belts should be in light metal magazines, carried
in a canvas bag which can be slung. With the present
system it is impossible to prevent the belts
dragging in the mud. It should be noted that all
enemy IMG ammo is in cylindrical metal magazines,
and their IMGs remained firing. It is recommended
that action be taken to produce a metal "SPANDAU
MG-34, Snail Type" magazine for use with the M H60,
which is really only a development of the 1G-34.

(2) M60 ammunition containing 1 in 5 1960 tracer failed
on every tracer round. Gun fired 4 rounds then
stopped, ete.

b, 7.62mm SLR

(1) This was the outstanding weapon of the action, with
only 2 broken firing pins.

(2) 60 rounds in magazines is not sufficient. It is not
possible to refill magazines with respect to time,
mud and rain, and the AUSTRALIAN L1A1 rifle does not
have the charger-loading capacity of the original FN
rifle, Therefore, all ammunition should be in
magazines, I recommend that:-

(a) The scale of magazines be increased from 3 to 8,
on the man, with -

(b) A percentage (50%) of 18t line reserve for
. resupply should be loaded in magazines.

(e) Consideration be given to the modification of

the SLR to bring back the charger re-loading
capacity.

(d) Disposable plastic magazines be procured,
c. mm ONiC

At ranges in excess of 25 meters the OMC was not effective,
Without tracer indication in the poor light, this weapon

was poor., It is recommended  that all OMC be replaced with
SLR or M16.

d, M6 Rifle

This weapon performed well, hut a number of "expanded case"
stoppages occurred, and these could not be cleared without
cleaning rodes, not yet issued to the scale of 1 per weapon.
Procurement and issue action reguired.



e
e, ITracer

Tracer ammunition was invaluable. The Coy policy of the
initial 5 rounds rifle and 25 rds MG, followed by normal

T in 5 tracer proved successful in the poor conditions of
visibility and lack of back-ground to show the fall of
shot, I recommend that cven more tracer be used. Although
small arms accuracy has been questioned, there is 1o

doubt that 50% of the dead around the Coy area were killed
by SA fire, and the usc of tracer was a main factor,

£, Intesral Coy Support Weapons

(1) ‘%hen out of own mortar range, it is essential to have
mortar fire power to f£ill in the gaps between Artillery
corrections, and in areas that Artillery fire cannot
be brought to bear immediately. A 60mm mortar could
have played havoc in these areas, and is a requirement
for Coy fire support.

(2) CARL GUSTAV
Although not yet available, the Coy Carl Gustav firing

HE could have been used at ranges of 100-150 metres
along rows of rubber trees,

(3) As an exponent of the old system of IBIG and Medium
lortar Section attached to rifle coys, I feel that
consideration should be given to the revival of this
system, The M60 is not a MIG or GPUG as originally
intended, The weapon required as an MG within an
Infantry Battalion is the 7.62mm MAG 58 GPMG currently
used in MATAYSIA,

(4) The Support Section of a rifle Coy in this theatre
should have access to:-

MG 160

85mm CARL GUSTAV (or TE)

GPMG 58

60mm Mortar.
These weapons to be carried as and when required by
the operation for use in the base defended area, and
to be available on OPDEM during operations if not
carried.

28, There is a nced for an "instant pressure-pack" type of marker
11 on to indicate own position to aireraft, Coloured smoke did not g0
up through the rubber-tree canopy. The carbide gas type ballon is not
suitable because of the pPreparation time required.

29, COMMUNICATIONS

a. Voice level and rate of spcech must be controlled., I found
that I could not understand many messages, and I was
probably an offender in this regard.

b. There is a requirement for headphones and throat micro-
phones %o be available in the CES of the radio for use in
similar situations where axternal noise interferes with the
transmisgion and reception,

MISCELLANEOUS POINTS

30. The Coy did not dig in. An attempt was made, but because of
the time factor this never really got under way. Fortunately, very
few enemy mortar bombs landed in the final Coy position, and the curve
of the ground gave some protection from SA fire,although the HMG ana
MG were firing down into the position., However this fire was area
covering fire and obviously not observed fire,

.;.fh



CO's COLMBNTS

1 D Coy's feat was a very fine company action and the company
conducted itself througzhout the battle with calmness, determination,
bravery and professional skill. By their efforts they were
instrumental in turning what could easily have been a decisive
defeat into a magnificent victory, The supporting artillery,
decisive as it was and the relief by A Coy and the APC Troop, life
saving as events proved them to be detracts nothing from D Coy's
very commendable performance.

2., Despite the long time that elapsed until the wounded were :
evacuated by a DUSTOFF helicopter, the circumstances of the situation
were such that it was quite impracticable to have effected earlier
evacuation, The night was pitch black with NIL visibility at ground
level and all operations conmected with the regrouping of D Coy, the
evacuation of the wounded and the withdrawal from the battle area had
t0 be conducted in an enviroment of minimum light and noise, with the
ever-present threat of enemy attack.

3 I agree generally with the "lessons learnt" observations by
OC D Coy, The matter of weapons and ammunition defieciencies is
being investigated independently now by a committee comprising the
rifle company commanders; it is intended to forward prior recommend-
ations for improvement in this field goon,

4. I agrece that, despite this action, steel helmets are not a
requirement for operations of this nature - The dubious proteection
they give is out weighed by their encumberance and the deceased
hearing capability they give to the wearer,

(o.M, “amoend)
Lt Col
CO B6RAR
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PATROL REPORT
FIGHTING
To 504649

Ref (Maps) PICTO LONG TAN

1. 22

2. Search for recent en activity in area and engage en found,

3; 20130‘-} hra,

4. 201800 hrs,

5. From 498660 to 505660 to 504649 to 499651 retum to 498660,

6. Primary jungle, patches of bamboo to creek, Large trees and good going on
E of creek, some bamboo, paddy fields them primary jungle and banana plantations
on return leg.

T The SUOI MON has several irrigation channels running off it and it is
difficult to follow the actual creek itself. The huts at 504649 and 499651 are

wrecked,

8, See Installetion Report,

g, NIL,
10, Good,
11. NIL,
121 MLI
7 5
& F’ =
(L.G'Da-J
2Lt
B Coy 5 RAR .
13. NIL,
-l b
/M%' 4
(M.B.HeQualter)
Maj
0C B Coy
\ Drea I+
&4



INSTALLATION REPORT No 9

¢ By 55077 2Lt L.0'Dea,
3. Iype Channel at 506655 at 1430 hrs 20 Nov 66,

4, Ares Covered Approx 200 metres long, 6 = 4 feet decp and 3 feet wide,
Channel ran WS and had a small log footbridge crossing it,
5» Def LB-E":HI';

a, NO

1, Approx 1 = 2 yeors,
Yes. Approx 25 metres from SUOT MON,
5 :

Je
- k.
6, Mise There were indications that a small party had been along the
channel, probably within the last fortnight,

INSTALLATION REPORT No 2 ¢
1, By 55077 2Lt L.0'Dea,
3. Lype Semi-circular wpn pit at 504651 at 1550 hrs 20 Nov 66. Ap-rox

20 metres SOUTH there is & fire place construction and two small bush timber
tables.

4., Area Covered Approx 100 yda X 20 yds,
54 Def Leyout

8, One pit, 8ft long X 5ft deep X 18 inches wide,
0. NO
8. One wpn pit,

i Fire place and tables indicate probably & pl size force had becn
in area,

g N

h, Three man 6r crew served wpn,

i, VWpn pit abot 1 weak old, other instl 2 - 3 wecks old,

J. TYes, WEST side of SUOT MON aporox 15 metres frog water,
k, None found,

1, Wil

6. Misc Recent foot prints in mud nearby mode by at least 2 persons wearing

sandals made of vehicle tyres, There is & well defined foot trpck
NORTH SOUTH beside SUOT HON., A rice box was found 100 metres SOUTH. The box
was 6' X 4' X 3', It contained ohout 3 bags of rice which hod been burnt,



